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Fall/ Christmas Newsletter 2009
Season’s greetings to all CSORN members! 
News from the 2009 CSORN Conference in Toronto  
Once again this year, the annual CSORN conference held in Toronto in June was well received. It was nice to see many of our colleagues from across Canada.  A total of 87 nurses attended and took part in the many wonderful activities that were planned over the weekend.  

Many thanks to Marcella Tutay and her committee for an informative and enjoyable day! Your enthusiasm, hard work and dedication can be attributed to the success of the conference. 

The minutes from the June 2009 CSORN General Meeting can be viewed on the website. 

COS/CSORN Conference Québec City 2010
Next year’s Canadian Ophthalmic Society (COS) Symposium will be held from Saturday, June 26th to Tuesday, June 29th, 2009 at the Congress Centre in Québec City. The official nursing (CSORN) day will be Saturday, June 26th, 2010. Please note the change in the date when making your plans. The exhibits will be opened on Saturday. 
Our conference coordinators for Québec City are Madeleine Bourdeau and Lily Simoneau. Madeleine and Lily are nurses at the University of Ottawa Eye Institute at The Ottawa Hospital. They have graciously taken the challenge to plan another memorable day for us!  Thank you both. We are looking forward to CSORN 2010!
Updates will be included in the Spring Newsletter. Please check the COS website www.eyesite.ca  for more information and to register on-line for the CSORN conference in the New Year. 
(Please note that you must be a member of CSORN ($25) to be eligible for the reduced COS registration fees. Non-members pay a higher rate to attend the CSORN conference.)
Future conferences: 

COS/CSORN June 2011 will be held in Vancouver. 
ASORN 2011 will be held in Chicago. 

Election of CSORN Executive
2010 is a voting year and there will be elections for positions on the Executive. For those who might be interested in joining the CSORN Executive, please consider donating some of your time and energy. The positions of Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary are looking for you! Janet Powers will move from the position of Vice-President to President. Rosemary Bickerton will become Past President. An executive position allows you to go to the National Conference. Please contact the Executive if you want more information on the different positions and duties. 
News from our Provincial/Local Representatives
Atlantic: 
Mary Stairs informed us that the Atlantic Eye Symposium held in September “went very well”.  Registration for the symposium was very good. She is looking forward to next year’s symposium and hoping for a greater 
response. Halifax was well prepared for re-deployment for the second wave of H1N1.  They have experienced some impact on their daily service. 
Québec:

Lyne Bélanger has let us know that she has made a career change. She has decided to pursue new nursing interests. Lyne and her team organised the 2006 CSORN Conference in Montréal. We wish her success in her future endeavours! 
Ontario:

Rosemary Bickerton and her team held another CSORN Ottawa Chapter Dinner Meeting in November, with guest speaker Dr. Brian Leonard. He presented an informative lecture on Global Blindness. Forty nurses from the Ottawa area attended and renewed their CSORN registration for 2010. 
Manitoba:
Karen Terlinski informed us that things are running smoothly in her area and she remains the Rep for the Manitoba Chapter.
Saskatchewan: no updates available
Alberta: no updates available
British Colombia:
Marilyn Coburn reported that they had three meetings this year. In March, Janet Bristeir presented on the new “Guidelines for Cleaning, Disinfection and Sterilization of Medical Devices” at the Vancouver Eye Care Centre. This presentation initiated changes and standardization to their sterilization process. The September meeting brought information on DSAEK, a new corneal transplant procedure. In the November meeting, the ophthalmic nurses had the opportunity to do hands-on cataract surgery during a session in the wet lab.  
If you would like to become a local or provincial Rep for Québec, Saskatchewan, Alberta or BC for 2010, please contact our President Rosemary.

What’s new in the Ophthalmology ? 
1. Patient Safety, Patient Safety, Patient Safety
Several hospitals in Canada and the United States have adapted the World Health Organization (WHO) surgical safety checklist into their daily practice in order to improve patient safety. If you would like more information on this checklist, please visit:  www.who.int/patientsafety/safesurgery/ss_checklist/en/index.html
2. Identifying your patient correctly the first time.

Has it ever happened to you? You call Mr. Smith in the waiting room and Mrs. Jones gets up from her chair to follow you to the examination room. Or Mr. Smith # 2 gets up. How do you ensure you have the correct patient? Have the patient repeat their full name and give a second identifier, such as their date of birth or their address.
3. Prevention of TASS, still a hot subject... 
If you work in a private cataract surgery centre and are in charge of sterilization of instruments, ensure that you follow the manufacturer’s instructions for cleaning and sterilizing each surgical instrument, especially hand pieces and cannulated instruments. These directions for use (DFU) must be made available to you from the Manufacturer. If there are no DFU, request them in writing. If there are no instructions, your instruments may be for single use only. 

News from ASORN:

Several Canadian nurses attended the American Society of Ophthalmic Registered Nurses Symposium in San Francisco which was held in October 2009. Our American colleagues face the same challenges that we do.
Annual Membership Renewal

It’s time to renew your membership for 2010. Registration forms can be downloaded from our website www.csorn.ca and mailed with your $25 to your Provincial/Local Chapter President or to our National Treasurer Veronica, by January 31st, 2010. Please send your updated e-mail address to our Secretary Pascale as all communications are now done via e-mail: prinfret@toh.on.ca
For our Spring Newsletter, we would like to hear from you. Don’t hesitate to share with us your projects, new initiatives, ideas, articles or educational activities (past or future). Please send to prinfret@toh.on.ca .
Advertisement
You will notice that we placed two ads for employment opportunity at the end of the newsletter. The first one is for ORBIS, the international flying hospital. We feel the organization is doing wonderful work in developing countries. The 2nd is for a private ophthalmology centre looking for a director. 
We did this as a favor to both organizations. We hope to promote our association. We know that there are several Canadian ophthalmic nurses who are not aware of CSORN. 

The quote of the year!
 “There is no contest out there to find out who is the fastest cataract surgeon in Canada” 

- A retinal surgeon who presented at the 2009 CSORN conference on the possible complications after cataract surgery 

Wishing you all wonderful and safe holidays!
Rosemary, Janet, Pascale, and Veronica  
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: OPHTHALMIC STAFF NURSE 
Use your professional skills and talents to participate in ORBIS’ challenging mission 
to reduce blindness in developing countries around the globe. 

The ORBIS Flying Eye Hospital (FEH) is a unique mobile teaching and operating facility on board a DC‐10 jet aircraft that travels to developing countries worldwide to share the gift of sight. Our Flying Eye Hospital staff travel up to 45 weeks per year to countries such as Peru, Dominica Republic, Syria, Niger, Nigeria, Uganda, China, Cambodia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos and India. 

The Ophthalmic Staff Nurses on the ORBIS Flying Eye Hospital (FEH) deliver quality nursing care to patients in the operating, sub‐sterile, and recovery rooms on the Flying Eye Hospital and in local hospitals and participate in training local health professionals (particularly nurses) in current ophthalmic surgical, pre and postoperative procedures / protocols and patient care. 
ORBIS welcome applicants who meet the following profile: 
· Degree from an accredited school of nursing + a current RN license or registration and CPR certification. 
· Min. 3 yrs experience in ophthalmic operating rooms and demonstrated familiarity with ophthalmic surgical procedures and patient care. 
· Up‐to‐date knowledge and experience in either pre & post‐operative patient care, anesthetic nursing, pediatric nursing or instrument cleaning techniques is preferred. 
· Successfully completed coursework in ophthalmic nursing, sterilization, anesthetics and recovery or nurse education is highly desirable. 
· Prior experience with adult education in an international medical program setting is a plus. 
· Excellent interpersonal, communication, diplomacy, and organizational skills with attention to detail. 
· Team oriented, pro‐active, open‐minded, and flexible work style. 
· Ability to function effectively in a fast‐paced, constantly changing work environment. 
· High degree of computer literacy and willingness to learn the online medical supply inventory system. 
· Ability to travel to developing countries up to 80% of the time. This includes having no significant disqualifying factors that would preclude approval of entry visas in the countries on the flying eye hospital travel schedule. 
For more information about ORBIS and this employment opportunity, please visit our website:
 www.orbis.org
To apply, email your resume or C.V. and cover letter to HR@orbis.org 



CLINICAL DIRECTOR (R.N.)

Southern Alberta Eye Center, a new ophthalmology surgical facility to open in SW Calgary, seeks an experienced, team-oriented individual for its Clinical Director (R.N.), commencing January 2010.

Applicant must have excellent organizational skills and significant experience in surgeries and outpatient surgical management including planning and direction, staffing, purchase and supply, housekeeping, general administrative services and coordination of medical staff activities.  Applicant must be a Registered Nurse.

Competitive salary and benefits package is commensurate with experience.

Send resume and salary expectation to:

Southern Alberta Eye Center

c/o The Courtenay Group

3116 – 4th Street NW

Calgary, AB   T2M 3A4

Fax: (403) 270-8401  or  Email: christine@courtenaygroup.ca

No phone calls, please.
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